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the neni<St<*st comers of the earth, and 
coiivett .mankuid into oiie.gredt Umi 
Jy, ifciprocally eMendnjg ilieir arms 
to eoiitef bejielits on eacfi'ofher. Ho,w 
ciilfoent IS the pictuie .pieaeiiteti to 
wir vfew on ever^ si4e, mu.ual jeal- 
ousy oi pro'»peiit>, and industry oijiy 
iiiKBCted to acquiring ucnes and pow- 
er, .in ortiec lo vex aiKl destroy each 
other. Ambition, the dire ambition 
of possessing all things, of governing 
all, has, wasted the blood of tlie world, 
atid <le?tioye«l t/ie happiness; of iniHions. 
From the days of xilexauder to the 
present, it has oeen the constant pi ac- 
tiee of caBtendiDg nations, to eocJea- 
vour to "hx the seat of war m the 
«»eiviies' country;^ but unSortnoa'teiy 
isK England, sn'ece the fusi alarm of 
revoluiiofi engaged hei as an acting 
partner in the war, slie has jvevet been 
able to accoinipltsh this plan, and her 
endeavoBis after thisgrand object, have 
only -bfougbt destruction into ttie terii- 
toryofJier allies. Sli« has seen state 
atter slate, fall Jbefore the repnblKan 
energy of new levies, ami thetiaiaetl 
bands of the Great Krederitiv, res-ist m 
vain, -the ittvpettious attack, of almost 
iiodisctplmed recruits ; mutual jealou- 
Ates dividing the continent, tlie most 
powerful Rations iuve now bowed be- 
fore t'Jie eagles of France, and l-eft 
Ei^laud 'aittiie pmd untrienU«d to con- 
tend foi liei ind<'pendence. Wliethei Mr. 
f itt's tMJudOfl of the iwgh value of tiie 
conunaijd ^t the mouth ot the Scheldt, 
cora;>inesd « ith tlie idea of ^lestroj ing a 
few smps of the 1)1)6, dictated this un- 
JorlaivAte expc«)ition, or that ofiiivid- 
in^ tbeattetilion ot Napoteon, it is im- 
possible lor 118 to t-ell. If, however, 
itte -hret ■i«eMion«*d objects wefe Ute 
causeftf the laurtthing ot this itifinense 
armainent, M-r. Pitt most have been 
.apparemjy ill .^cquaiKted ^rth the 
form ot-the affjomisg coast, and the 
present muiHtry ot tJie srtuatMoand na- 
ture Qftlie is.UBd<;f Waicheren, y^bich 
from itf'proxmjny \o ot!>ei islands, awd 
its flatness siiu^t be ever hable ^o at- 
tack, and ctjtiW notbei>i''->'»t'>»>««<i but 
atanejopeuce -ot both fnei) and ships, 
^totally above its vahte ; ai}d it the des- 
Iructioa of tile seven slvps of the fine 
was the object, it would seem to say 
fo the gallant comiiianders (jii the Bri- 
tish JNavy, we Imv^e not ■such c<i^{\. 
dence m your powers, but that the 
destruction ot a French ship is iq be 



fleshed at however gre4t anexpence, 
and if the opinion pievailed, that by 
an attack on the coast of Holland the 
at^tention and power of 'Fiance might 
be divided, it would appeal that the 
planueis of the expedition have been 
very inattentive 'to tne Napoleon mode 
of warfare, which <x)mmands success 
by never allowing a secondaiy object 
to interfere with a primary one. liis 
plan has always been to overcome the 
greatest obstacle, justly conceiving 
that the lesser must then give way of 
courts. 'If instead of dividing our own 
forces we had concentrated the whole 
power in Spam, then might we Jiuvtj 
acted with full efilec?, and given spirit 
both to Germany and Spam ; unhap- 
pily this plan was not adopted, and af- 
ter a total /allure of our scheme* oij 
the yeheldt, by the unforeseen and vi- 
gorous oppcxsuion of the Gairison of 
Flushing, and mortality which ensued, 
we have to lopk at the destruction of 
our gallant army m Spain, saciihcetl 
we may say, to (he f-eeble and ill 
concfr'ed eltoits of a party contending 
for the re-establishment of a govern- 
ment as It would appear for which 
the people were not aiiMous, iw doubt 
the bpauiards feel themselves m some 
degree uneasy at the transler to new 
masters, unacquainted virith their pre- 
judices, and h4bits, but what has the 
Junta promised to attach the people 
to the cause of their dethroned 
nionarcn ' Ivad tliey promised Spam a 
rt'foini ot those aouses apparent to 
the meanest subjc'ct, and had Englahd 
seconded their views, and appealed 
as guaiaiJtee for the due executioi) 
of the scheme, then might the people 
have risen with that energy, which 
the love of liberty ?ilwa)s inspires; 
tlien might the throne ot Napoleon 
been made to lottei ; then njicbt 
Engl^ntl iv4ve )pet with people worthy 
ot being assfstec), and our army com- 
batants -and friends equally anxious 
for gloiy as themselves. 

To the Editor of the Beifa^t Magazine, 

&' — — — 

SIR, 

[ send you the first oration pf 
Cicei o agaiqst Cataluve, as a spectln^u 
of a translation wjwch was intended lo 
be "close, but not sd close, as to be 
servile ; free, ijut not so free, as to be li- 
pentfous." 1 request the ciiticism pf 
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any of yo.ur literary.correspondeuts.* 
I am, sir, youcs, a.pook, scholar. 

Thejirst Oration of Cieero ugatnsl 
Catalime. 

CATALINE' I-low far, art- tiioii 
to abuse oup. forbearance' How 
long, aie we to be (ieluded, by th« 
mockery o( thy madness ' Wlieie 
art tboii to stop, in thts career of 
unbridled licentiousness ? Has the 
nightly guard at the V3\ii.\\xmMU>ihing 
in It) to alarm you; tlie Batioles 
throughout the city, nothing; the 
toivtusioii. of the people, nothing ; 
the assemblage of all true lovers of 
their country, nothing; the guarded 
majesty of this assembly, nothing.; 
aiid all the eyes that, at this iiislaitt, 
are rivelted upon yours, liave they 
nothing to- denoun<;e, uor. you to ap- 
prehend ' Does not your conscience 
inforin you, that the sun shiues up- 
on your secrels, and do you not>dis- 
cover a full knowledge. of your con- 
spiiacy, revealed on the couuteri^nf-e 
<)( every raau around you > Your 
einployiJifiiM, on the U?tiinigbt{ your 
occupations, on the preceding night ; 
the place where you. xnel; tiie p^t- 
sons who met; and theplet fabiicated 
at the meeting ; of these tilings, 
1 ask. not, who knows; 1 ask, who, 
among you all is ignorant? 

feut, alas' tor the tunes thus cor- 
rupted ; or lather for mankind, that 
thus corrupt, the. tunes • The seiKtle 
knows all this. The consul sees all 
this: and yet the man wJiosilstheie — 
Lives. Lives ! A)e— C'ojn^s down 
to your senate-house ; ta.kes his seat, 

» It^s hoped U\»,i up one witj UIJ into 
the tnistak*. of drawing, cQntluMOiis from 
the ju«t indignation of, Cicero against 
CaialiueitOiOouiitenancte the fashionahle 
opi,ii|On», which m dlffeient ai;»'s have 
br»iided soun* of the best men, the re- 
veird and honoured martyrs of liberty, 
as conspirators^ No ! the desisning, pro 
fligate Catalniewill ever staiid.di«ttiii2;ui- 
shed from the steady patriot,- and true 
ftiend to his country and to man. Cata- 
Jine fella victjni.to his evil passions, hut 
the, page of history fumish^s iis with 
nannies^, who have been bianded as foul 
rotispiiatprs by the baseness ;and madness 
of their "coiuemp«ra^ie,s, but whose me- 
nioriesare dear to the lovers of fieedoni, 
and to whom.pqsterity will , y«t du jus- 
tice. 



as counsellor fo,r the comreion weai ; 
and wuh a deliheiale destmy in, his 
eye maiks out out meinbijis, and 
selects them for slaughtei; wUiJe, tor 
lis, and for our (omitiy, it icenis 
glory sufficient, to escape froia his 
fury, to hud an asylum fiom liis 
swoid 

Long, veiy long before this late 
hoxir, oii^ht I, the consul, to iia.ve 
doomed this ungleacter of sedition, to 
an Ignominious death; ought 1 .to have 
overwhelmed jou, CataUue, lu the 
uuDs ot, youi own iua«hinatioMs. 
Whai' Did nat that great inau, 
the Higli Piiest, Pubhus Scipio, al- 
though at the tune, in private station, 
saciihce 1 ibenus Giacciwi* for.<Uiiiig 
even to modily oui const itu Ho>i , a«<J 
shaU we, cloashed as we ai,e wuh the 
pleiHtude ofconsfular power, endure 
this nuisance, ol oui nation, and our 
name, shaH, we suffet iu-aa to put the. 
Ro;«afl Empjie to the sword, and 
lay waste the world,, because siiih« 
his horiid fancyi With ilje sanction 
of so late a. precedent^ need I ob- 
trude the fate of the innovator Spy- 
)ius MkIius, immolated at tb» altar 
of the constitution, bv the hand ot 
Seivilins Ahala} 'ifieie has, jA! 
there has been, and lately been, a 
vindicatory virtue, an. avengnig spiiit 
111 this lepublit, that never failed lo 
mftict speedier and heavier \ engeaiice 
on a noxious citizen than on a national 
foe. Against jou, Calallne, and tor 
your iinmediale condemnatioq, whar, 
therefore, is wanting- Nolthe,g?ave 
san..lion of the senate. Not the voice 
of the country. Not ancient prece- 
dent. Not hviiig law. But u..e are 
wanting — 1 say it more lotjdlj — we 
t)« consuls, themseUes. 

When the senate com nritted theie- 
pnbJic, i«to the hands of the Consul 
L Opimius, did presmnptive sedition 
palliate the punisbment-ot Caius^Grac- 
elms, or couUl h's .lumiRous line Of 
ancestry, yield even a ^raomentarv 
protection to his person ' wat, the veil, 
seance of the executive power on the 
Consular Fulvius and Ins childien, 
arrested for a single night ! when su 
iiiilar power was ilelegated to the 
consuls C Manns, and I„ Valerius, 
were the lives which the piojtor 
bejvilms, and the Tribune, batuininus 
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had forfeited to their country, pro- 
longed ior a single day ? Bui, now, 
twenty days, and nights, liave blunted 
the edge of our axes, and our autho- 
lities. Our sliarp pointed decree 
sfeej)?, sheathed in the record — that 
very tlecree, which, a moment after 
its promulgation, was not to find you 
a living man. You do live, and 
live, not in the humilialingdepression- 
of guilt, but in the exultation and 
triumph of insolence. Mercy, Con- 
script Fathers, is uiy dearest'delight, 
as tiie vindication ol the constitution 
is iny best ambition, but I, now, 
stand self-conderaned of guilt in mercy, 
antl [ own it as a treachery against 
tlie state. 

Conbcript Fathers ! — a camp is pitch- 
ed against the Koman Kepuliiic, wiiiiin 
Italy, on the very borders of litriiria. 
Kvery day adds to the nuniberof tlie 
enemy, the leaderof those enemies, 
tlie commander of that encampment, 
valks within the walls of Rome ; 
lakes his seat in this senate, the iieart 
of Rome ; and, with venomous mis- 
chief, rankles in tlje inmost vitals of 
the commonwealth. Cataline — should 
i, on the instant, order my Lictors 
to seize and drag you to the stake, 
some men might, even tiien, blanie 
jiie for l)aving procrastinated punish, 
raent, but no man could cruiiinate 
me for a faithful execuliou of tiie 
laws. ! Iiey shall be executed. But 
t wit! neiliier act, nor will 1 sufier, 
without full and sutficient reason. 
liu^t me, they shall be executed; 
and then, even then, when there 
shall not be found a man so flagi- 
tious, so much a Cataline, as to say, 
jou were not ripe for execution. 
You sbiill live, as long as there is 
une who has the forehead to say you 
liU^iit to live ; and you shall live, 
as you live now, under our broad 
and wakeful eye, and the sword of 
j'j-.tlce shall keep waving round your 
iiead. Without the possibility of hear- 
nig, or of seeing, you shall be seen, 
and heard, and untlerstood. 

What is it now, you are to ex- 
pect, if night cannot hide you, nor 
•voiir lurking associates; if the very 
walls of your own houses, resound 
with the secret, and proclaim it to 
tlie woild; if the sun shines, and the 
winds blow upon it? Take my advice, 



adopt som« other plan, wait a more 
favourabU; opportunity for setting the 
city ill flames, aifd putting its in- 
habitants to the &word. Yet, to con- 
vince you, that you are beset, on 
every side, 1 shall enter, for a little, 
into the detail of your .desperations, 
and my discoveries. 

Do you not remember, or is it 
possible you can forget my decla- 
ration on the 21st October last, in 
the senate, that Caius Manlius, your 
life guardsman, and confidential bravo, 
would, on a ceitain da} , take up arms, 
and this day would be beiore the 
ii5th, was I mistaken in the very 
day selecteil for a deed so atrocious, 
so apparently incredible? Did not 1, 
the same man, declare, in this house, 
that you had conspired the massacre 
of tlie principal men in the slate, 
upon the 2Sth, at which time they 
witlidrew, for the sake of repressing 
your design, rather than on account 
of safety to themselves! Are yoti 
daring enough to deny your being, 
on that very day, so manacled by my 
|X)wer, so entangled by my vigilance, 
that you durst uot raise your finger 
against the stability of the stale, al- 
though indeed, you were tongue- vali- 
ant enough to say, that you must 
even be content with the heads which 
the runaways had left you. What ! 
with all your full-blown confidence 
of surprising Preneste, in the night, 
on the 1st of November, did not 
you find me, in »riTis, at the gate; 
<lid you not feel me m watch on the 
walls? Your head cannot contrive, 
your heait cannot conceive a wicked- 
ness of which 1 shall not have notice; 
1 measure the length and breadth of 
your treasons, and i sound the gloomi- 
est depths of your soul. 

\A as not the night before the last, 
sufficient to convince you that there 
is a good genius protecting that re- 
public, which a ferocious demoniac 
IS labouring to destroy. I aver that 
on tliat same night, you and your 
conipiotters assembled in the house of 
M. Lecca. Can even your own tongue 
deny it ? Yet secret ! Speak out, 
mdu! tor if you do not, (here are some 
1 see around me, who shall have an 
agonizing proof tliat I am true in my 
assertion. 

Good and great Gods I where are 
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we ? What city do we inhabit ? 
Under wliat government do we live? 
Here, HERE.Conscriptl'athers ! mix- 
ed and mm^led uiib us all, in the 
center of this most grave, and vener- 
able assembly, are men sitting, quiet- 
ly incubating a plot, against my life, 
against all your lives, the life of every 
virtuous senator, and citizen, while 1, 
with the whole nest of traitors brood- 
ing beneath my eyes, am parading 
in the petty formalities of debate, 
and the very men appear scarcely 
vulnerable by my voice, who ought 
long since to have been cut down 
wilii the sword. 

In the house of Lecca, you were 
on that night. Then and there did 
you divide Italy into military stations; 
did you appoint commanders of those 
stations; did you specify those whom 
you were to take along with you, and 
those whom you were to leave beliind ; 
did you mark out the limit of the 
intended conflagration; did you 
repeat your resolu'ion of shortly 
leaving Rome, only putting it olf 
for a little, as you said, until you 
could have the head of the consul. 
Two knights, Roman knights, promised 
to deliver that head to you before 
sun rise the next morniiig ; but scarce- 
ly was this Stygian council dissolved^ 
when the consul was acquainted with 
the result of (he whole. 1 doubled 
the guards at my house, and afier 
announcing to a circle of the first 
men in the state (who were with me 
at the time) the very mijiute when 
these assassins would come to pay 
me their respects, that same minute 
they arrived, asked for entrance, and 
were denied it. 

Proceed, Cataline, in your honour- 
able career. Go where your destiny, 
and your desire are driving you. 
Evacuate the city (or a season. 1 he 
gates stand open. Begone ! What a 
shame that the Manlian army should 
look out so long for their general ! Take 
all your loving friends along witb 
you, or, if tliat be a vain hope, take, 
at leabt, as many as you can, and 
cleanse the city for some short time. 
Let the walls of Rome be the medi- 
ators between thee and me, for, at 
r resent, you are much too near me. 
will not sutfer you. I will not 
longer undergo you. I give thanks 

BELFAST MAC. SO. XXVIII. 



to the immortal Gods, and especially 
to the God presiding in this temjjle, 
the guardian of the city, and slablisher 
of the state, for mj past deliverance 
from this pest of the republic ; but 
we, now stand here, as fne Roniiin 
state, and whoever conspires against 
my person is the assassin of Rome. 
As long, Cataline, as your plot was 
leveled against the consul elect, 1 
met you as man would meet such a 
man. 1 borrowed no safe-guard from 
government, but was my own protect- 
or. Evtnat the late coiisularcomitia, 
wiien you itesigned to murder me, 
in office at tiie time, with all your 
competitors on the spot, I blasted 
your design with a croud of private 
iriends, without exciting any public 
commotion. You struck. 1 parry'd 
the blow levelled at my country 
through my side. But now that you 
have declared open, unambiguous war 
against yourcountry in the first instance, 
destruction to the citizens, devastation 
to the city, domestic, public, and 
divine, not as yet finding ourselves 
prepared for that prime duty to which 
we acknowledge ourselves decidedly 
bound, by the dignity of our station, 
the sacred majesty of the empire, 
and the awful authority of our fathers, 
we sliall do what, in the next degree, 
is best becoming us, and we shall 
soften the edge of public justice, 
merely from a consideration o( public 
utilily. Your execution would not 
deliver the republic from the malignant 
attempts of others equally vicious, 
but sliouUl the city once get rid o£ 
you, the scum of conspiracy might 
drain off along with you, and in 
staying, you are really setting your 
obstinacy not so much against my 
cuminand, as against your own re- 
Solution, The consuls order an ene- 
my to avoid the city. Do I then com- 
mand you into banishment ? No. It is 
to an enemy I speak, not to a citizen. 
\Vbat mdeed is there, in this city, 
which can tempt you to stay ? Is 
there, in its stieeis, a mjn, except 
your own banditti, who will noi (urn 
aside for fear of meeting you, or 
else look into your lace withhorrorr 
Is not your private life branded as 
t» the bone, with every turpitude? 
Has not your body been at home 
and abtoiid, vhe obeduut pand« of 
Tx 



334 Thefirst Oration of Cicero against Cataline. [Nov. 



your lascivious soul, ready to act 
or to suHer eVeiy disbonour? Is 
there among all the young men you 
have nuned, one, to whose madueis 
you ■hi\'« not lent yotir poignard, 
to whose lust you have not ligiited 
a lanthorn > When jou had emptied 
your house of one wife lo make room 
tor another, did vou not then crown 
even youi own chaiactet with such 
black abomiivdtion, — But let me be 
silent herei Let it not be told ; if 
possible, let it not be conceived, that 
such deeds have been (jraetise'd m 
Rome; and let me, with silfent reve- 
rence, draw a -veil o\*er public jus- 
tice which had the long suffeung to 
endure them. As slightly, shall I 
touch on the impending i uin of your 
<loiiiestic affairs. 1 pass this bj. { 
attach myself to the general coltcerii 
of us all, our lives, our properties, 
<jur common liberties, 

tian the light' of the sun be delight- 
ful;, or the breath of heaven si*«et 
to him, who kivows there is ndtone 
piesent who does not know, that on 
the last day of December, tii the 
consulship of Lepidus and Tullus, 
this Cataltne stood, in' theopen comi- 
ua, hiiiisell armed with a dagger, 
and attended wuh a Hoop of his ad 
herents, foi the sole pui pose of inas- 
sac^e^!lg the consul and the pime-lpai 
men iii the state; that nothing was 
wanting on his part, neither despeia. 
tioft \i\ the doer, nor dread of the 
deed, and that only a lucky chance 
shielded the republic, on tuat day, 
fiom his fuiy> 1 pass t'his' also, how- 
ever palpable and notoirious. How 
often have I pariy'd the thrust of 
death an if by a slight inclination of 
the body How often, as consul 
elect, how often as consul. My eye 
puisues yoo thiough all your wind- 
ings, anticipates alt your (nachinations, 
^et suU you work on in the darkness 
of criraniality. How often has that 
dagger bee'ii wrested out of your 
tiaud, or dropt fiorn yeur breast, 
yet still you pick it' up, aud'cherish 
It as devoted by the infernal dei<ies 
to be buried m the bi east of a consul. 

In. the iwme of heave», what manner 
of man are you > For, although yon 
are woithy of nfiy honest -^iidignation, 
i must BOW pfause, for a moment, to 
take psly M^a you. You came, a 
$iiuit time ago, into the senade. 



Point me out a single man, in thi4 
orouded room, not even of yoUrown 
faction, who accosted you with the 
commonest courtesy of the day; and 
after this 'most unparalleled "insult, 
are 'you waiting, miseiablfe man tor* 
any more expressive veidict of your 
guilt, than such silent contempt* 
What do yon naked, and deserted 
benches tell you > Is it necessary 
for all the 'cdnsuiars who have may'e 
their escape from the bench where 
yon are suling to i ise up, and with 
one vbice, say, Catalme begone from 
among us. fiow can you have the 
foiebead to beai all this' By heaven, 
weie' I the object of such fea? to the 
ineilials of my household, as you artf 
to your fello^-citizens, 1 should a- 
baiidon ■ my own house, while yqi» 
keep • clinging to a city that abhor* 
you, and stiuck at, and blasted by 
every eye, aiiy floundering from deep 
to de'e^x^r wfainy, are stdl able to 
present yomselt before the faces of* 
men whoie hbnour spums at you, 
whose very senses loathe you. You 
Would ruii from parents who bated 
you as cordially as jour country* 
hates and fears you, yet vfben that 
common ■ mother of us alh struggles 
to fling this pairaidefroni her bosom, 
be mocks her aathoiity, sparns at 
her decrees, and sullenly siiwles at 
her meditated' vengeance. 

I think I see your parent country 
standing in disdainful silence, atyour 
side, aitd 1 shall interpret tliat look 
which she ca>ts down Mftm you. 
" Not ope- mischief of magnitude has 
of late' occuned, not a b'nigl« laiik 
sedition wWiCh has not been planled' 
by your hand. And ripened under 
your fosterirtg care, thou licensed 
breaker of my peace, permuted 
plundeier of my allies, self auth6riZ€d 
assassin of my ciii^ens, audaciously 
arming thyself against my laws, -of 
insidiously evadingthem- As I could, 
not as I wotitd, hive 1 snfifeied what 
IS past ; but now, that thou dost in- 
fect the very air which 1 breathe, 
making even the vvrtue of others vam, 
and djing every public crime vi'ith 
deeper maligaity, I can suffer thee, 
no longer. Dtsburthen me. Whether 
my fears he founded or fallacious, 
deliver hie fiom' thee and them." 

Were your country to speak to 
you, as I iiave done, ought there -to 
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he a neceSaily for any violence tO'force 
you away ? But it seems you liave 
at younelt most contieseeDciingly oi- 
tored to place yourielf iii safe 
custody But it seenjs in ordtr 
to avoid the breath of calumny, 
you have deciaied your readiness 
to take up youi abode with M. Le- 
pidus, and as he did not wish to re- 
ceive you, yoii had the confidence 
to come to me, and demand my 
house for your prison. My answer 
wjte, that the man, whom withm the 
walls of the samecily, I found much 
tQO near me, I could by no means 
suffer ra tne wails of the same house. 
Vou then went to the Pistor Metellus, 
and by biiii too, rejected, you na. 
turally njigrated to an excellent 
ineinber of your own' society, M 
Marcellus, well assured, no doubt, of 
having at length pitched upon 
a most dihgent sentuieJ, a roost 
vigilant watch, a most couiageous 
asserter of the laws- But from all 
this must i not have room to con- 
clude, his distaiite not to be gieat 
itojn chains and a prison, who by his 
own acknowledgement, declaies him- 
self fit to be put under sate custody. 

If then it be impossible for you 
here to stay with any degree of se- 
curity to others or to yourself, why 
Iniger in the resolution of going to 
some other place, and of saving hy 
exile and solitude the wretched re- 
liques of a life snalched from the 
gripe of the executioner. Move the 
senate to that puipoit, you tiemand; 
and if It orders your banishment, 
you profes* an iuslant obedient-e. 
No. This IS uQt the mode oi cou- 
■dtict most suit.iljie to my disposition, 
but! shall, on the moment, asceitaui 
to your conviction the jutlgn^ent of 
the senate respecting you 1> say, be- 
gone from tins city. Deliver the 
sUte from inquietude, tfyou hesitate, 
Jo want of a woid— Go, I say, uilo 
BANISHMENT — ^ell. Have you un- 
derstanding > can you interpret? Not 
one murmui m the as^mbly. It is 
srient. And yet do you wait for 
voices to manifest tne wishes of 
hearts which aie clamorous, ni tUeir 
very silence i 

Were I to utter such words to 
this excellent youth P. Sextuis, or 
to that brave' man M. Marcellus, 
the senate would justly ariest their 



consul, even in tiie temple of the 
law. But on the question of your 
banishment, their silenle is assent, 
their passiveness has all the virtue 
of a decree, and the vigiRir of a 
vote by aoclamallon. Nor is it merely 
this order of the state, whose authority 
so valued now, has been at other times 
so contemned, bm it is the class of 
lioman Knights who join honesty with 
honour; it is th*! nnillitude of brave 
eitzens who aie, now, surrounding 
.this assembly, wliose numbeis you 
S^e, whose wisjies jou know, whose 
voices you might a little-ago have pretty 
plainly heard, and fiom whose hands 
1 can jjiyseU scaicely protect you, 
yet even these shall I prevail upon 
to accompany, ami" guaid yo.u to the 
very gaV.es of that city vChich you 
had ~ destined for conflagration. ' 

But why am I thus talking lo lamp 
as if ibe wj^id of an airy tni eat could 
shake him ? as if he stood self chas- 
tised as it Ae meditated flight' as if 
he thought of banishment! May hea- 
ven so dispQse )iim, eyen at my ris- 
tjue of that slorni of calumny v'hiclj 
should encounter me, ifnijt at the pie- 
sent tune inflamed with the recent 
sense of your eimi mines, )et in tb^ 
judgment of sucieeding jd^ys. But 
this, m my estimalioi) raiik^ as no- 
thing, provided tli<j oonsetjuences be 
personal, and tT),e republic he secuie. 
But that )ou should ever come *o a 
fiiU sense ot your cr.njt's, ihat you 
should ever legain a proper lespect 
for the laws, liiat you sbould ever 
yielt) yourself to the calh of your 
.country and exigency of thp state ; 
this IS 'indee<l a bairen e.-cpecialipn. 
You are not Catahne, of ihat niold 
w^ose baseije?) ^py shame can deter, 
whosje jilesperalion any <laiigt-r can ap- 
pal, whose luadiiti,', any reasoi) can 
appease. 

iiow ofleti then ipust I exclaim, be- 
gone. — If you Irate ipe, go, and load 
me with JheoppK.briura ot hnvmg or- 
dered Cataliiie into banislmient. If 
you love jne, go, and acceleiate my 
triumph. But toi this ppipose my 
glory demands )6u to carry along will) 
you the most despei ale of jour associ- 
ates, and then after sweeping olt al| the 
scum and slirnng up ah tne dregj and 
fpeculence of rpbelli&n, you must be- 
take yourself to Manlius, and (.hen you 
must proclaiin war against the beuatr, 
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and the State, and then take care not 
to say thai you liad been Cast out and 
and vomiled forth of the city, but 
that you had ariived ui conespoi)- 
dence to your omu wis.he',, ana in 
compliance with their invitation. 

Yet how "ridiculous is it to urge 
this man fester <o that itnii which he 
Iiimself antiLipatts' h lliere not, at 
this instant, an aimed detachment 
waiting foi you at theAuiehan Foium? 
Have not you and Manjius.hxed upon 
a day for your march, and has it not 
already been preceded by the domes 
tic shiine ol thy impleiies, the silver 
eagle beioie wluch you wade jour 
vows of murder, and hited up the 
hands regdy to be dyed in ^the blood 
of your counliymen, that silver eagle 
which, 1 trust will spread its ili omene<l 
wing over your cause <ii)d shame its 
worshipper. Yes you will go, 1 cou» 
iii\e m your unbndled tuij, your 
dire and dauntless audacity, Miseiable 
joo rogst be witiiQut a civil war, lor 
which nature has forjned and faslucned 
you, education impioved you, and 
your good toi tune presented to you. 
You will eiovvn a lite spent in licen- 
tious leisuie, 111 hi} lust and grovel- 
ing debauchery, b\ tlie felicity of iiion- 
slious audunnaiuial w^ar : and u weie 
pity that a gang so cai efuUy selected 
from all that is base and sordid in 
l.umanit), should pass then lives in 
ouscure and peiishaole lutaiiiy, wliuh 
might have been lecordecl foi ciiiiies 
nVoie consequential and e\ten<led, 

I'liere, wlial joys awmt )ou what 
delights wilf you not experience, witli- 
oiit encounieiing the si. ent conclusion 
of one good uian's ej e i''or this, 
gieat man, hive betii destined your 
studies by day, )our watchings by 
iiighl, noi>ler objects than aiiul a. id a 
T<n>e, thai) waning by the bed of a- 
dullery or haunting tlie dying to rob 
the dead. Hungei and cold, and 
taugue, will lieiemeet with tneir re- 
ward, but the lepublic tiuough me 
has its ie«aid also, tnal Cataline is 
not wainng against it, in the station 
of a consul, li'il as an infamous and 
Ignominious e.Mle, and tliat uhatmiglit 
have been civil wai, is now but a 
factious rebeliiiin. 

And now, Consciipt Fathers' that 
I u>aY stand ayt^uitted beloie tiiejuog. 



ment seat of my eountry and my 
own conscience loi what lha\e'done, 
and foi what I'ain about to do ; that I 
may deprecate all complaint, and all 
imiigiulion, lend ine I piay jou, 
jour aiiention, for a little longer, and 
1< t the woids lam going to say tin- 
piess themselves on ttie heaitsof all 
who bear nie 

Weie that country for whom I live, 
or (lie, wete all Italy, weie this ma- 
jestic empire to addrtss me, in suph 
worus as these, " W4iat, Marcus Tul- 
lius, what my son, are you thiowing 
your country's gieat revenge away ? 
ijiiii, of all men yout most decided 
enemy. Him, an all but convicted 
traitor. Him, who has debauched the- 
genius of lue common weal, and de- 
fioweied the honour ot thestate. Him 
the -veiy head and front of coiispiiacy, 
and lebeUioii. Him, who throws open 
our piison doors, and lets loose our 
slaves to crush us, with their felteis. 
Him, do you suffer him to maicnout 
to civil war as it ne marched in for 
a tiiuniph? Not yet bound Not 
yet diagged to the alur Not yet 
pouiing out his blood before the in- 
teina I deities! and why? Because pie- 
cedents are vyantii.gf |so. 'J lie blood of 
every traitoi shea m times past, oy 
the swords even of common crlizeiis 
will answer, no. Is it ihen the law 
shielding the head ot every Uoniaji 
citizen' JSjo; Cataline, and .,iR trew, 
aie not citizens, but rebels and levolteis. 
Do JOU ibt'n fear the condeiijijatioii 
ofposteiifj' O Ciceio poor is the 
leluiii you make to that country which 
has- liftrd you without the aid ot an- 
cestiy, without any other help than 
jourowixabiluies, llirougliallthe grada- 
tions ot civil lite, aud seated jou thus 
opportunely on the summit ot the 
empire^ if you cannot t-ncountet the 
repioaches ot a few, while jou aie 
devoting youised to the welfare ot 
tilt, wiiole. Rathei than be subjected 
to the disgrace of lelaxirig' the au- 
thoiityot law, show the stern sever, 
ity.oi puhlic justice, oc (it such be 
your choice) wuit until our country 
be lard waste, our cities sacked, our 
houses 111 flames, and then, and then 
only, will your name become odious 
i.ndeed " 

ISow, mark my answer to this re- 
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Ycred and parental voice. I would 
npt allow the life of this man, tiie 
prolongation of a single hour, if i 
judged the present hour themo^tplo- 
per to take it away. If the prime and 
and master spirits of tiie age tliey 
lived in, not only were not disgraced, 
but weie glonfaedvby the sacufice of 
Saturninus, of Flaccus, and of the 
(jracchi, much less ought I to 
suspend the sword over this par- 
ricide, and though I might liappen 
to encounter public odium, I am the 
man who knows it is sometimes the 
truest glory to have merited it. 

I know -full well that some theie 
are, even ni this assembly, who either 
do not or will not see the impending 
danger, who are of such mild and 
milky natures as to nuisetbe hopes o( 
Cataline; and under the sanction of 
such unsuspecting tempers, the WKk- 
ed and the weak among us will ex- 
claim, that immediate judgment upon 
him would not be merely cruel, but 
the act of a royal despot. Now, I am 
convinced, that, if this roan pioceeds, 
as he intends, to tlje camp gf Maii- 
lius, there will not be one so very 
stupid, as not to see a conspiiacy 
framed against ihe state, nov one so 
ver,y wicked, as not tonishit repress, 
ed. 1 am also convinced, that weie 
tins man cut olf, on tlje instant, the 
hjdia of public calamity would lose 
only one head, while others would 
spring up, and pullulate in its place,; 
but it he should not only himjelt eva- 
cuate the city, but collect inio one 
place all of depraved chaiacter, anil 
desperate fortune, thgn would the etil 
becompletely ei^dicated, andthe seed- 
plot of sedition be blasted and destros ed. 
I know not how it happens, con- 
script fatheis, but every .stratagem of 
sedition, every malignant conspiracy, 
that has fostered in the body poiiuc, 
for a length of tune, seems to 
have ripened, and fully niatuiatefl, 
during the peiiod of my con^uUh'p. 
} know wpll, thatby giving hee exit 
to this boif, the sutfeiing state might 
be lightened and refreshed tor a sea- 
son; but heieisa malady that l^as in- 
jected the very vifals, and taints the 
whole with such venom, that the ex- 
cision even of this man, would be 
only a poor palliative, that might ex- 
asperate, but never would completely 
itjjiniuate the djborder. 



On this account, and this only, let 
the wicked depart. Let them be com. 
piessed into one body, and heid in 
one place. Let the city vi^alls, as 1 
have said, keep us and thetn asunder. 
No longer let them lie in wait for 
the consul £it his veiy door; nq 
longer beset the praetor in his se<it 
of justice; no longer let our citizein 
stand as it on the point ot these men's 
daggers ; no longer let combu>lmles 
be prepared, and faggots laid up foi 
setting our streets in a bla^e. In short, 
let us, in timesas these, leadthe pim- 
ciples of every citizen engraved upon 
his foiehead, and then, behold lu me, 
an auspicious augur, that such must bs 
the consequence, of consular vigilance, 
senatorial authorilj, and equestrian 
valour, every thing will become clear 
and manifest, tha machinations of evil 
men will be blasted, and the honour 
of Rome avenged. 

Lucius Cataline begin, as soon 
is you aie able, this damnable, and un- 
natural war. Begin it, on your part, 
under the shade of every dreadful o- 
men ; on mine, with the sure and cer- 
tain hope of safety tO' my countiy and 
glory to myself, and when this yoa 
have done, then, do 'I'hqu, whose 
altar was first toiiiided by the founder 
of our state — Thou, the stablisher i.f 
this city, pour out thy vengeance up- 
on this man and all hu adherents. 
Save us from his fuiy, *ur public al- 
tais, our sacred ten. pies, our hojses, 
and household gods, our liberties, our 
lives. Pursue, tutelar god, pursue liiein, 
tliese foes to the gods, and goodness, 
these plundereis ot It<ily, these assas- 
sins ot Rome. Erase them out of this 
life, and in the next, let thy vengeance 
pursue thein, insatiable, implacable, 
immortal ! 
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